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LA: THE DREAM STARTS HERE
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“LA has emerged as one of the 
new capitals of the green 

economy…”

July 1, 2020

IMAGINE LOS ANGELES IN 2020…
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THE GREEN ECONOMY IS ALREADY GROWING FAST

Sources: cleantech.com, International Energy Agency; Economic Growth and Greenhouse Gas Emissions in CA, UC Berkeley, 2006; CA 
Economic Strategy panel, 2008
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$45 trillion investment in 
clean tech by 2050.

--Intl. Energy Agency

Because of investment in 
cleantech, by 2020 California 
will reap a $74 billion 
increase in GDP and will 
generate 89,000 new jobs.

--UC Berkeley

Total cleantech venture investment in North 
America, Europe, China and India in billions of 
dollars 



THE COLOR OF THE NEW “NEW DEAL” IS GREEN

“My energy plan will invest $150 billion over ten years 
to establish a green energy sector that will create up to 
5 million new jobs over the next two decades.” 

–President Barack Obama

1. Invest in Green energy 
economy

• Increase investment in 
basic research & human 
capital

• Invest in key technology 
development

• Invest in key technology 
deployment

• Set standards to allow the 
market to invest & 
innovate

2. Reduce emissions through 
energy efficiency

• Make the federal 
government the leader in 
saving electricity

• Dramatically improve 
efficiency of buildings

• Phase out inefficient light 
bulbs

• Invest in digital smart grid

3. Energy Independence
• Increase fuel economy 

standards
• Invest in developing 

advanced vehicles
• Build biofuel distribution 

infrastructure
• Build more livable and 

sustainable communities



LOS ANGELES LEADS THE STATE IN GROWING GREEN BUSINESSES

Sources: Environmental Defense Fund, 2009 http://www.edf.org/page.cfm?tagID=40388
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Total number of cleantech businesses, by county

LA Area has 817 green 

businesses compared to 590 

in the Bay Area

Note: LA Area includes Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernadino and Ventura counties. Bay Area includes Alameda, Contra 

Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano and Sonoma counties

http://www.edf.org/page.cfm?tagID=40388


FIVE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO CLUSTER GROWTH 

R&D:
Los Angeles’ top universities, research labs, innovative firms and entrepreneurial spirit make 
LA a leader in research, commercialization, and development of cleantech

•3 of the 15 top engineering schools in the nation
•More cleantech patents than the Bay Area

With a strong cluster of top research and design institutions, high quality of life and diverse 
population, LA has top notch talent pools and intellectual capital

•More engineering grads than any other region
•High quality of life is an international magnet for talent

The City and State’s leadership in finding solutions for the region’s environmental needs 
can drive local markets

• DWP Renewable goals, DWP Solar Initiative, Clean Air Action Plan, Green LA, AB 
32 drive public & private investment in cleantech

LA has a large and globally influential market, strong investment community,  and is home to 
strong clusters in entertainment, technology, aerospace, and logistics

•LA region 2nd largest VC investment in US (after Silicon Valley)
•City of LA alone has ~$2 billion annual spend for cleantech related programs (e.g., 
sustainable building, renewable energy, transportation)

TALENT:

POLICY:

MARKET: 

LEADERSHIP:
Los Angeles is well situated to position itself as a global cleantech leader

•High profile, signature initiatives (e.g., Cleantech Manufacturing Center, Clean 
Innovations Campus)
•High profile Mayor with national platform, engaged innovative City Council 
•City’s ability to use the power of the DWP, Port & Airport



LA’S TOOLKIT FOR PROMOTING CLEANTECH

Traditional Incentives (e.g., tax credits, loans)1
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Progressive Policies (e.g., green building ordinance)

Investment (e.g., Technology Advancement Program)

Platform/Laboratory (e.g., demonstration projects)

Purchasing & Procurement

Land (e.g. Cleantech Manufacturing Center)

Good publicity
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THE LOS ANGELES CLEANTECH CORRIDOR

•Home to SCI-Arc and people in the creative industries
•Converted lofts could provide housing stock for cleantech 
sector

Live-Work Arts District

Cornfields-Arroyo Seco Plan
•Innovative specific plan
•Community will be to LEED 
Neighborhood Development (ND) 
•Will support cleantech and R&D uses

Clean Tech Manufacturing Center

•20.6 acre site
•CRA/LA-owned
•Develop into a cleantech site with 
anchor tenant, ancillary uses, and 
incubator or training facility 

DWP Clean Technology Research Center
•6 acre site
•DWP will build “green” building 
with lab and office space
•Focus on research and 
development of cutting-edge 
alternative energy technologies

http://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/homepage.jsp
http://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/homepage.jsp


CLEANTECH LOS ANGELES

Organization Started as a collaboration between:

1. Mission 
To establish the Los Angeles 

region as a global leader in 
research, commercialization, 
production, and deployment 
of clean technologies; and to 
promote the development of 
capital, talent, workforce to 
drive these new industries.  

2. Focus Areas
• Advocacy
• Research
• Outreach
• Economic Development
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LEVERAGING LA’S ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES TO GROW CLEANTECH

20% renewables by 2010, 40% by 2020

62% recycling rate—the highest 
of any major city

Reduced per capita water consumption by 13% 
since 1990

Coal-free LA by 2020

$1.6 billion Clean Truck Program will reduce 
diesel emissions at the Port by 80%
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TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT: CLEAN AIR AND ELECTRIC TRUCKS

INVEST
•1st project from the Port’s Technology Assessment 
Program
•1st All-Electric Drayage Truck prototype funded by 
POLA and SCAQMD and created by BALQON

TEST
•Tested over a seven month period

PURCHASE
•In April 2008, a three year, $5.4M agreement with 
Balqon was approved to fund and implement the 
Electric Truck Program

LOCATE
•New manufacturing business sited near port, 
creating 50 manufacturing jobs

Batteries
Electric Motor
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OUR EFFORTS ARE STARTING TO ATTRACT ATTENTION


